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Relief Administration in Czecho-Slovakia: A Sketch of the Child-
Feeding Operations of the Mission to Czecho-Slovakia, 1919-
1921, Prague, Czecho-Slovakia, December, 1921 1. Political
Dismemberment and Economic Disintegration. The close of the
Great War witnessed the political dismemberment and the
break-up of the economic solidarity of the Austro-Hungarian
Empire. The Empire, as has frequently been pointed out, was
an economic unit and self-sustaining in the essentials of life.
Western Austria, Bohemia and Silesia furnished the
manufactured goods, the raw materials and fuel; the Danube
plains the food; and the Baltic, Adriatic, and Black Seas access
to the world markets. Among the provinces there was free
trade and exchange of food from the country for
manufactured goods from the town. Although the Empire was
largely spared the physical destruction of war, save in Galicia,
the wastage of five years incident to mobilized armies sank the
birth-rate below the death-rate, spread disease, disrupted
transportation, paralyzed industry and bi ought agricultural
nroduction to a dangerous level. The accumulating farce of all
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